ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM 


2000 

INTRODUCTION TO LATIN INTRO EXAM A 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. 

1. Poeta multas litteras hodie scribit. A) today B) tomorrow C) yesterday D) later 

2. Pater fabulam filio narrat. A) of his son B) with his son C) at his son D) to his son 

3. Magister vocat nomen Corneliae. Cornelia respondet, “_.” A) Vale B) Adsum C) Minime D) Sol lucet 

. 4. Graeci cum Troianls in bello pugnabant. A) from the Trojans B) of the Trojans C) with the Trojans D) to the Trojans 

5. Servi cenam in culina parabant . A) were preparing B) are preparing C) do prepare D) will prepare 

6. Circum Italiam sunt_Insulae. A) multi B) multos C) multis D) multae 

7. Ambulatisne in Via Sacra ad Forum? A) Are you walking? 

B) When are you walking? C) Why do you walk? D) Who is walking? 

8. What do you see in the picture on the right? A) Servus cibum portat. 

B) Servus picturam spectat. C) Servus canem vocat. D) Servus in agro laborat. 

9. Toga viri est candida. A) of the man B) the man C) by the man D) to the man 
10. Eratis boni pueri quod laborabatis cum diligentia. A) You will be B) To be C) You were D) You are 

11 . 




11. Quot arbores sunt in pictura? A) VII B) IX C) VIII D) IV 

12. Cur senator magnam villam non habet? A) When B) Why C) Where D) Who 

13. Ego cras ludos in Colosseo_. A) spectabit B) spectabunt C) spectabitis D) spectabo 

14. Ambulabo in Via Appia aut ambulabo in Foro Romano. A) or B) and C) when D) after 

15. Per silvas ad casam familiae meae properamus. A) around the woods B) through the woods C) of the woods D) into the woods 

16. In horto laborare cupit. A) he is working B) to work C) you will work D) they were working 

17. Me rogate , discipuli, de deis Romanis! A) I am asking B) He is asking me C) Ask me D) They are asking me 

18. Quid agis, Tullia? Tullia respondet, “_.” A) Bene B) Ubi C) Nunc D) Quot 

19. The picture at the right represents the Latin waming A) Caveat emptor B) Tempus fugit 
C) Carpe diem D) Cave canem 

20. The Greek name for Juno, the queen of the gods, is A) Artemis B) Aphrodite 
C) Hestia D) Hera 

21. Sex ursae et tres leones sunt_. A) octo animalia B) tria animalia C) decem animalia D) novem animalia 

22. He was chosen to be president by acclamation . Acclamation comes from the Latin word meaning 
A) to shout B) to wish C) to increase D) to hope 

23. When Marcus Favonius says, “Valete, omnes,” he is saying A) How are you ali? B) Listen, students! 

C) Where are you going? D) Goodbye, ali! 

24. The abbreviation a.m. stands for ante meridiem, which indicates A) before noon B) noon C) aftemoon D) night 

25. A person with a pugnacious personality is one who likes to A) talk B) work C) fight D) laugh 
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Exam continued on other side 


26. Semper pluit in Britannia. Which number on the map refers to Britannia? 

A) 1 B) 2 C) 4 D) 7 

27. Caesar conquered many tribes in Gallia. What number on the map refers to Gallia? 
A) 1 B) 2 C) 6 D) 3 

28. Which Roman god kidnapped Proserpina and took her to the Underworld? 

A) Jupiter B) Mars C) Neptune D) Pluto 

29. Where would you go to see chariots racing? A) Curia B) Circus C) Forum 
D) Templum 

30. In the picture you see A) Apollo and Diana B) Romulus and Remus 
C) Eros and Hermes D) Pluto and Bacchus 


RE AD THE STORY AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 

PUER QUI IN RIVO NATAT natat = swims 

There is always danger in unknown waters. 

1 ripa rivi = bank of the river 

2 volo = I want; putat = thinks 

3 exuit = he takes off; salit = he jumps 

4 Periculosum = dangerous 

5 Forte = by chance 

6 

7 Noli = Don’t 

8 stultus = foolish 

9 fer = bring; auxilium = help 

10 castigare = to scold 

11 inutilis = useless 


31. What is the boy doing along the bank of the river? A) running B) talking C) walking D) working 

32. Why does the boy jump into the water (lines 1-2)? A) because he is tired B) because the man telis him to 

C) because the water looks so good D) because he sees a large fish 

33. What does the boy want to do (line 2)? A) fish B) throw stones C) swim D) run away 

34. What makes the river dangerous (lines 3-4)? A) the strong wind B) the swift current C) the big rocks D) the threatening storm 

35. What happens in line 5 (Forte...videt)? A) a man hears the boy B) the man shouts to the boy C) the man sees the boy 

D) the boy sees the man and cries for help 

36. What thought goes through the man’s mind (lines 5-6)? A) I’m going swimming, too. B) A storm is coming. 

C) The boy is in danger. D) It’s a nice day to fish. 

37. In line 7, exclamat is best translated A) shouts B) shouted C) will shout D) has shouted 

38. In lines 7-8, the man telis the boy that A) he is foolish to swim in the river B) a storm is coming 
C) he should watch out for the rocks D) it is forbidden to fish here 

39. In lines 9-10, Tum me castiga is best translated A) Why do you scold me? B) Are you scolding me? 

C) I don’t like to be scolded. D) Then scold me! 

40. What is the moral of this fable? A) Let well enough alone. B) Criticism without help is useless. 

C) Prepare today for tomorrow’s needs. D) Haste makes waste. 


S51 lucet et puer laetus in ripa rivi ambulat. Aqua in rivo est 
pulchra et, clara. “ Volo natare.” puer putat . Itaque vestimenta 
exuit et in aquam salit. Sed difficile est natare quod rivus est 
rapidus. Periculosum est natare in rivo. 

Forte vir in ripa rivi ambulat et puerum in rivo videt. “Puer 
est in periculo et caput est sub aqua,” putat vir. 

Vir puero exclamat, “ Noli natare in rivo! Rivus est rapidus. 
Tu es stultus .” 

Puer respondet, “O bone vir, primum fer mihi auxilium . Tum 
me castiga !” 

Documentum: Castigatio sine auxilio est inutilis . 

—Adapted from Aesop’s Fabies 
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2000 ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM LATINI I EXAM B 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. 

1. Magni pisces in aqua habitant. A) in the water B) through the water C) into the water D) near the water 

2. Flavia est semper_. A) discipulae bonae B) discipulam bonam C) discipula bona D) discipulas bonas 

3. Many weary travelers were walking down the Appian Way. A) ambulabunt B) ambulant C) ambulabant D) ambulaverunt 

4. Cornelia erat mater virorum clarorum . A) of famous men B) with famous men C) from famous men D) about famous men 

5. Quis sedet sub arbore? A) Why B) Who C) When D) Where 

6. Viri diligentes bonam fortunam habebunt . A) have B) were having C) will have D) do not have 

7. pater : patribus :: filius :_ A) filiis B) filios C) filii D) filium 

8. Today we shall meet the queen of Egypt. A) regina B) reginarum C) reginam D) regina 

9. Da mihi meum librum! A) of me B) from me C) with me D) to me 

10. Servi dominum in villa viderunt . A) to see B) saw C) see D) will see 

11. Decem minus tres sunt_. A) quinque B) sex C) septem D) octo 

12. Antonius in urbem venit, sed Curiam non intrat . A) because he wants to enter the Curia B) if he does not enter the Curia 

C) and he likes to enter the Curia D) but he does not enter the Curia 

13. Gladiator in Colosseo gladio pugnabit. A) with his sword B) of his sword C) on his sword D) from his sword 

14. The dog is sleeping in the atrium. A) dormis B) dormimus C) dormiunt D) dormit 

15. The Pontifex Maximus was marching slowlv up the Capitoline Hili. A) longe B) clare C) lente D) male 

16. Eratne Caesar consul? A) Why was Caesar consul? B) Will Caesar be consul? C) Was Caesar consul? D) When was Caesar consul? 

17. Marcus currere in silvas timet. A) is running B) to run C) ran D) will run 

18. In Foro verba oratoris audiebamus. A) the words B) the word C) by the words D) of the word 

19. Rex deorum et deus tempestatis erat A) Neptunus B) Apollo C) Mars D) Iuppiter 

20. The Latin expression Ab ovo usque ad mala would be used in association with A) clothes B) meals C) baths D) religion 

21. Which is NOT one of the seven hilis of Rome? A) Capitoline B) Tiber C) Quirinal D) Palatine 

22. Aeneas, the ancestor of the Roman race, came to Italy from A) Troy B) Brundisium C) Alexandria D) Athens 

23. The English words deport, importation, portable, and reporter ali come from the Latin word which means A) lead B) enter C) walk D) carry 

24. Romans would typically sleep in a A) cubiculum B) culina C) peristylium D) tablinum 

25. Helvetia : Switzerland :: Hispania :_ A) Germany B) France C) Italy D) Spain 

26. What was the Roman name for Dionysus, the Greek god of wine, revelry and theatrical performances? A) Pluto B) Mercury 
C) Bacchus D) Apollo 

27. The abbreviation SPQR seen even today in modem Rome is related to Roman A) govemment B) sports C) schools D) farming 

28. In the year A.D. LXXIX Mount Vesuvius erupted. What was the year? A) 129 B) 49 C) 89 D) 79 

29. Numa Pompilius, Ancus Marcius, and Tarquinius Superbus were Roman A) generals B) senatore C) kings D) emperors 

30. Roman slaves usually wore a A) stola B) palla C) tunica D) toga 

RE AD THE STORY AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 

A DANGEROUS OUTING IN THE WOODS 
An important lesson in friendship 

Olim duo amici, Marcus et Lucius, in silva ambulabant. Subito 1 

magna ursa amicos vidit et petivit . Marcus arborem ascendit, sed 2 

Lucius erat tardus . Lucius in terram cecidit et mortem simulavit . 3 

Putabat, “Meus amicus Marcus certe auxilium mihi feret .” Ursa ad 4 

Lucium ambulavit et olfecit . Quod Lucius non movebat, ursa dixit, 5 

“Mortuus est! Discedo.” Tum ursa discessit. 6 

Marcus ex arbore descendit et ad amicum cucurrit. “Dixitne 7 

ursa? Quid dixit ursa?” rogavit. Lucius respondit, “Ursa mihi dixit, 8 

‘ Elige amicos tuos diligentius , nam amicus verus tecum manebit in 9 

periculo.’ ” 10 

—Adapted from Aesop’s Fabies 

31. The two friends in the story A) were threatened by a bear B) saw a bear in a cave C) made friends with a bear D) were hunting a bear 

32. What did Marcus do when he saw the bear? A) he ran away B) he climbed a tree C) he shouted for help D) he helped his friend 

33. Lucius feli on the ground A) in pain from his wounds B) in grief for his friend C) and played dead D) hoping to surprise the bear 

34. Lucius thought that A) he had saved his friend B) the bear might befriend him C) his friend would run away D) his friend would help him 

35. Why did the bear leave? A) She had been wounded. B) She had killed one man. C) She thought one man was already dead. D) She heard hunters 
coming. 

36. Marcus climbed down and (lines 5-6) A) chased away the bear B) ran to his friend C) moumed his friend D) killed the bear 

37. In lines 7-8, “Dixitne ursa?” means A) What is the bear saying? B) Will the bear speak? C) Did you speak to the bear? D) Did the bear speak? 

38. The best translation of tecum (line 9) is A) with me B) with them C) with us D) with you 

39. The best translation of manebit (line 9) is A) was staying B) will stay C) has stayed D) stays 

40. Why did Marcus stretch the truth about what the bear had said? A) He was disappointed in his friend. B) He wanted to help his friend. 

C) He was afraid of the bear. D) He wanted his friend to find the bear. 


petivit = went after 

tardus = slow; cecidit = feli; simulavit = pretended 
feret = will bring 
olfecit = sniffed 
Discedo = I’m leaving 

Elige = choose; diligentius = more carefully 
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II EXAM C 


2000 ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM LATIN II 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. 

1. Dicite, pueri, nobis nomina vestra! A) our B) to us C)ofus D) from us 

2. Cuius est hic canis ferox? A) Who B) Whom C) Whose D) By whom 

3. Propter clamores oratorem audire non poteram . A) I am not able B) I was not able C) I will not be able D) i will not have been able 

4. Scisne principem meliorem quam Augustum? A) better than B) the best possible C) as good as D) who was the best 

5. Horatius fortiter pontem defendit. A) brave B) braver C) the bravest D) bravely 

6. In Britanniam tertio die adveniemus. A) on the third day B) after three days C) until the third day D) three days before 

7. No]Liaud|re puerum molestum. A) I can’t praise B) Don’t praise C) He didn’t want to praise D) They don’t praise 

8. Olim terra a Saturno recta erat . A) ruled B) was being ruled C) had been ruled D) is ruled 

9. Daphne est nympha_deus Apollo amavit. A) qui B) quae C) quod D) quam 

10. Consul Romanus hostes fugientes non cepit. A) fleeing B) after they fled C) about to flee D) unable to flee 

11. VIgintI feminae stabant ad fontem. Postquam septem discesserunt, quot remanebant? A) VII B) XIII C) XVII D) XXVII 

12. Ille poeta,_, a multis amatur. A) Catullus B) Catulli C) Catullo D) Catullum 

13. mons : montis :: manus :_ A) manus B) manui C) manuum D) manibus 

14. Puto me Ciceronem in foro vidisse . A) sees B) will see C) saw D) can see 

15. Atalanta erat celerrima omnium. A) swiftly B) swift C) swifter D) swiftest 

16. TroianI, a deis moniti , portas tamen non clauserunt. A) waming B) wamed C) about to wam D) wam! 

17. In Foro audies verba egregi senatoris. A) you hear B) you will hear C) you have heard D) you will have heard 

18. Piratae Insulam multis navibus oppugnabant. A) many ships B) of many ships C) with many ships D) to many ships 

19. Quis sum? Eram regina ultima Aegyptiorum. Duo imperatores Romani me amaverunt. A) Caesar B) Dido C) Antonius D) Cleopatra 

20. Which of these is NOT a Romance language? A) English B) Spanish C) Italian D) French 

21. What was Paris’reward for giving Venus the golden apple? A) etemal life B) a powerful kingdom C) great wealth D) a beautifiil woman 

22. What ancient city-state was Rome’s arch-enemy in the three Punic Wars? A) Greece B) Carthage C) Troy D) Gaul 

23. Tiberius, Claudius, Nero, and Hadrian were Roman A) kings B) historians C) orators D) emperors 

24. The prophefs maledictions were heard by ali. A) prayers B) praises C) curses D) blessings 

25. Alexandria and Carthage were great cities of the ancient world located in A) Africa B) Europe C) Asia D) Italy 

26. The Latin expression Ignorantia legis neminem excusat might most likely be declared by A) a judge B) a farmer C) an athlete D) a musician 

27. With which legendary hero are a blind prophet, clashing rocks, Medea, and a golden ram ali associated ? A) Aeneas B) Ulysses C) Perseus D) Jason 

28. From which Italian port city did Caesar depart when he sailed to meet Pompey in Greece? A) Rome B) Pompeii C) Brundisium D) Athens 

29. Translate and transfer are compounds of the Latin preposition for “across” and the verb meaning A) listen B) bring C) omit D) watch 

30. Where did Trojan Aeneas encounter the boatman Charon? A) in Troy B) in Italy C) in Africa D) in Hades 


1 tantum = only 

2 quo = (to) where; sequebatur = he began to follow 

3 

4 doctissimus = very intelligent; nugas = nonsense 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 molestus = annoying 
10 

11 sceleste = wretch, scoundrel; in iudicium = to court 


31. When did Horaee encounter the man (line 1)? A) a long time ago B) a few months ago C) a few days ago D) just a moment ago 

32. In lines 1-2, we leam that the man was A) a good friend B) a person Horaee hardly knew C) a beggar D) a well-known poet 

33. Num te cognosco? Quid vis? (lines 2-3) is translated A) “I know what you want, don’t I?” B) “Do you know what I want?” C) “You know what I 
want, don’t you?” D) “Surely I don’t know you; what do you want?” 

34. A verb that means the same thing as inquam (line 3) is A) dico B) rideo C) audio D) curro 

35. Why does the man wish to be Horace’s friend (lines 3-4)? A) He knows Horaee is a kind man. B) He thinks he will fit in with Horaee’s friends. 

C) He needs Horaee to write him a poem. D) He wants Horaee to give him some money. 

36. What is Horaee’s reaction (lines 4-5)? A) He invites the man to join him. B) He telis him he must leave. C) He gives the man some money. 

D) He thinks the man is a fool. 

37. What is the man’s response (line 6)? A) He starts to walk away. B) He starts to cry. C) He stili wants to follow Horaee. 

D) He says he will meet him later. 

38. How does Horaee try to get rid of the man (line 7)? A) He calls a soldier to help. B) He says he has to visit a friend. 

C) He threatens to take him to court. D) He mdely insults the man. 

39. Why does the man stop following Horaee (lines 10-11)? A) He is upset at Horace’s rudeness. B) He decides to go into Apollo’s temple. 

C) He is intercepted by another man who is his enemy. D) He is tricked by Horaee. 

40. What word best describes Horace’s feeling when the man leaves? A) relief B) sadness C) hope D) anger 


READ THE PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS 
A MEETING ON THE SACRED WAY 
The poet Horaee describes an encounter he had in the Forum. 

Paucis ante diebus. Ibam per Sacram Viam ubi homo mihi notus tantum nomine 
me salutavit: “Salve, Horati! Quid agis et quo Ibis?” et me sequebatur . Ego, “Num te 
cognosco?” inquam, “Quid vis?” “Volo,” ille dixit, “inter amicos tuos esse. Sum homo 
doctissimus!” Sed mihi putavi illum nihil scire et nugas dicere; itaque, nihil respondens, 
ambulabam. 

Tum clamavit ille, “Cupisne me abire? Tecum ambulare vol5. Exspecta me!” 

“Trans Tiberim amicum habeo,” inquam, “virum quem non cognoscis.” Ille autem, 
“Non sum occupatus; itaque tecum venire possum!” Ego eram miserrimus sed nullum 
verbum dixi. Quam molestus erat ille homo! 

Tandem alius vir, inimicus huius, advenit prope Apollinis templum et, “Quo Ibis, 
sceleste ?” clamans, traxit eum in iudicium . Sic me servavit Apollo. Gratias deis! 

—Adapted from Horaee, Satires, II 
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2000 


ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. 


LATIN III-IV PROSE LATIN III EXAM D 

MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. LATIN IV EXAM F 


1. Mihi placet ludos spectare. A) I am sorry B) It pleases me C) I ought D) It is forbidden 

2. Tantus erat timor ut nemo maneret . A) as no one remained B) in order for no one to remain C) while no one will remain D) that no one remained 

3. Terentia erat uxor magna intelligentia . A) by great intellect B) of great intellect C) in great intellect D) for great intellect 

4. Nos Capuae cum amicis diti eramus. A) Capua B) to Capua C) at Capua D) from Capua 

5. Hannibal, castris positis , in ripa elephantos disponit. A) by pitching camp B) who must pitch camp C) going to pitch camp D) after camp was pitched 

6. SI sonitum nocte audivissetis , perterriti fugissetis. A) If you should hear B) If you hear C) If you will hear D) If you had heard 

7. Pompeius ipse cum militibus ad Graeciam profectus est . A) proceeded B) will proceed C) proceeds D) had proceeded 

8- Militum hortandorum causa . Scipio magnam orationem habuit. A) Encouraged by his soldiers B) For the purpose of encouraging his soldiers 

C) While encouraging his soldiers D) Because he had encouraged his soldiers 

9. Magister rogat ubi discipula sit . A) where the student is B) how able the student is C) what the student is doing D) when the student is going 

10. Hic puer est filius minimus natu . A) tallest B) oldest C) smartest D) youngest 

11. Ibam ad urbem ut imperatori honorem redderem . A) how to show respect B) having shown respect C) by showing respect D) to show respect 

12. Puella parva ursam in silvis errantem vidit. A) about to wander B) having wandered C) wandering D) to wander 

13. What is the best translation of this sentence? Erat Augusto magnum studium philosophiae . A) He was the most famous philosophy pupil of Augustus. 

B) Augustus taught philosophy well. C) Augustus had a great enthusiasm for philosophy. D) Augustus must study philosophy. 

14. Filia materque eundem servum laudant. A) the slave himself B) the same slave C) each slave D) a certain slave 

15. Cum homines oratorem audire vellent, ad Forum venerunt. A) Nevertheless B) Since C) With D) During 

16. Domus Aurea Neronis erat maior aliis regiis . A) than other palaces B) with other palaces C) to other palaces D) by other palaces 

17. Pluit! Domi maneamus . A) In order to stay B) We will stay C) We are staying D) Let’s stay 

18. Dux non laudabat illam legionem quae victa erat . A) which had been defeated B) by which he had been defeated C) for which he had defeated 

D) which he had defeated 

19. .Ut mihi videtur, pulcherrima femina erat causa belli. A) In order to see me B) So that I might see C) As I seem to her D) As it seems to me 

20. Livy’s description of Hannibal as a man who had nihil veri, nihil sancti, nullus metus, nullum ius iurandum, nulla religio is an example of 

A) euphemism B) personification C) anaphora D) simile 

21. The Graiae, the three sisters with one eye, helped the hero_in his search for Medusa. A) Perseus B) Jason C) Theseus D) Ulysses 

22. During the monarchy, which ordo was established originally as cavalry support for the legions, but later evolved into the commercial and fmancial class? 
A) senatores B) equites C) plebs D) liberti 

23. The houses reflected the antebellum period. A) prehistoric B) Renaissance C) prewar D) modem 

24. Which city, founded in 331 B.C. by the Greeks in northem Egypt, became the second largest city of the Roman Empire and the main port of the 
Eastem Mediterranean? A) Carthage B) Brundisium C) Alexandria D) Athens 

25. The museum proudly announced its acquisition of African i aniform figures. A) larger than life B) two-headed C) contemporary D) realistic 

26. Which Roman lawyer, admiral, and natural scientist perished in the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius? A) Caesar B) Cicero C) Pliny the Elder D) Livy 

27. The handles of the Greek jar were auricular . A) shaped like feet B) shaped like eyes C) shaped like ears D) shaped like hands 

28. A fitting motto to mark the establishment of a country might be A) novus ordo saeclorum B) de mortuis nil nisi bonum C) ars gratia artis 
D) cum grano salis 

29. What is the name of the area at the foot of the Palatine Hili which is the site of the Rostra, the Curia, the Basilica Julia, and the Temple of Castor? 

A) Circus Maximus B) Ostia C) Forum Romanum D) Campus Martius 

30. Inter nos (Latin), entre nous (French), and entre nosotros (Spanish) are used to mean A) obviously B) confidentially C) generally D) endlessly 


READ THE PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 
CAESAR AND HIS MEN DISAGREE 
Caesar explains his strategy to his troops who are eager 
to attack an army of fellow Romans. 


Caesar speraverat se sine pugna et sine vulnere suorum rem conficere posse 
quod re frumentaria adversarios interclusisset. Cur etiam secundo proelio suos 
milites amitteret ? Cur pateretur vulnerari milites qui tam bene pugnavissent? Cur 
fortunam periclitaretur ? Bonus imperator non modo gladio sed etiam consilio 
superare potest. Movebatur misericordia civium , quos interficiendos esse videbat. 
Milites esse incolumes volebat et eos pugnare nolebat. 

Hoc consilium Caesaris plerisque non probabatur: eius milites inter se iratis¬ 
sime loquebantur. Quamquam Caesar pugnare nolebat, milites pugnare volebant. 
Ille autem in sua sententia perseverat et suos milites ex eo loco ducit. 

— Adapted from Julius Caesar, De Bello Civili 1.72 


1 

2 re frumentaria = from the grain supply 

3 amitteret = should he lose; pateretur = should he allow 

4 periclitaretur = test, tempt (from periclitor, -ari) 

5 misericordia = pity; civium here refers to the enemy troops 

6 incolumes = unharmed 

7 plerisque = by most (of his soldiers) 

8 
9 


31. What had Caesar hoped to achieve (line 1)? A) to defeat the enemy troops in a quick battle B) to end the battle by seriously wounding the enemy 

C) to take his own wounded soldiers back home D) to finish the matter without a battle and without injury to his own men 

32. What had Caesar already done in line 2 to undermine the enemy (quod...interclusisset)? A) used spies to leam their battle pians 

B) cut off their grain supply C) bribed their two lieutenants D) sent one cohort behind enemy lines 

33. The best translation of vulnerari (line 3) is A) to be wounded B) to wound C) to have been wounded D) to be about to wound 

34. The best translation of Cur fortunam periclitaretur? (lines 3-4) is A) Why should he tempt fate? B) Why not tempt fate? 

C) Why had he tempted fate? D) Why must he tempt fate? 

35. In line 4, non modo...sed etiam means A) while...at the same time B) if...or if C) either...or D) not only...but also 

36. In lines 4-5 (Bonus...potest), Caesar States that it is important for a general to A) conquer by fighting B) attack the enemy first 

C) conquer by strategy as well as by fighting D) always have a plan for retreat 

37. Caesar pities the enemy troops because they (line 5) A) all died in battle B) would lose their homes C) would be defeated by foreigners 

D) must be killed in battle 

38. The best translation of Iratissime (line 7) is A) very angrily B) father angrily C) angrily D) angry 

39. Lines 7-8 (Hoc...Ioquebantur) suggest that the reaction of many of Caesaris troops to his decision was A) great applause and support 
B) fear leading to retreat C) disapproval and complaints D) defection to the enemy army 

40. From line 8, we leam that Caesar A) prepares his soldiers and attacks B) retreats as the enemy attacks C) watches as his army flees to the enemy 

D) sticks to his plan to withdraw his army from the place 
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2000 ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM LATIN III-IV POETRY LATIN III EXAM E 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. LATIN IV EXAM G 

1. 6 fortunati, quorum iam moenia surgunt! A) whose B) whom C) who D) to whom 

2. Vates Priamo dixit, “Hic puer erit pestis urbi.” A) has been B) will be C) had been D) will have been 

3. Ille mi par esse deo videtur. A) with me B) my C) to me D) myself 

4. Theseus ad Cretam navigavit ut Minotaurum necaret . The underlined clause could also be written A) ad Minotaurum necandum B) Minotauro necato 

C) si Minotaurum necat D) necans Minotaurum 

5. Baucis Philemonem tantum amavit quantum ab eo amata est. A) where ... as B) as much ... as C) not only ... but also D) just as ... when 

6. Horatius praedixit se clarum futurum esse. A) they B) he C) she D) we 

7. Ne lacrimemus . S51 lucet! A) We never cry. B) We will not cry. C) Let us not cry. D) We are not crying. 

8. Helena tam pulchra erat ut multi videre eam_. A) cuperent B) cupiverunt C) cupere D) cupiunt 

9. Quem Venus dicet arbitrum bibendi ? A) are drinking B) having been drunk C) going to drink D) of drinking 

10. Medea Iasoni imperavit ut quam celerrime navigaret. A) how swiftly B) as swiftly as possible C) more swiftly than D) too swiftly 

11. Neptunus classem disjectam in toto aequore videt. A) scattering B) scattered C) to scatter D) about to be scattered 

12. Apollo tandem scit Cassandram se non amare . A) will not love B) did not love C) cannot love D) does not love 

13. Horatius arbitratus est vitam debere simplicem esse. A) thought B) thinks C) was thinking D) will think 

14. Si TroianI equum in urbem non tulissent, Troia hodie staret . A) will stand B) is standing C) would be standing D) had stood 

15. Magnum templum Athenis aedificatum est. A) of Athens B) Athens C) from Athens D) in Athens 

16. “ Me duce, carpe viam,” Daedalus Icaro dixit. A) I shall lead B) With me as leader C) My leader D) He led me 

17. Dulce ridentem feminam amabo. A) about to laugh B) laughed at C) must be laughed at D) laughing 

18. Horaee’s expression Ab ovd usque ad mala refers to A) an elegant dinner B) a decisive military victory C) a moving religious experience 

D) a moment of doubt 

19. In his search for the Golden Fleece, Jason sailed through the Aegean Sea and the Hellespont to Colchis on the eastem shore of the A) Atlantic Ocean 

B) Nile River C) Black Sea D) River Styx 

20. The physician prescribed an expectorant because his patient was suffering from a A) chest cold B) sprained ankle C) headache D) broken wrist 

21. In what direction would you travel from Sicily to the provinces of Mesopotamia, Syria, and Phoenicia? A) north B) east C) south D) west 

22. The English words music and museum are derived from the name of A) the instrument played by Apollo B) the river in the Elysian fields 

C) the nine goddesses who inspire creativity D) the wife of Orpheus 

23. The tragic love portrayed in Romeo and Juliet and West Side Story is based on the tale of A) Psyche and Cupid B) Helen and Paris 

C) Dido and Aeneas D) Pyramus and Thisbe 

24. The motto Famam extendimus factis would most appropriately be used in which situation? A) at the conclusion of a successful project 
B) upon selling your house C) as a waming to trespassers D) as advice to the lovelom 

25. In what meter were all of the following epies written: Homer’s Iliad, VergiPs Aeneid, and Lucretius’ De Rerum Natura ? A) elegiae couplet 

B) dactylic hexameter C) hendecasyllabic D) Sapphic 

26. The English word infant . derived from the Latin verb for, fari, originally meant one not able to A) eat B) walk C) speak D) stand 

27. This city called Byzantium by the Greeks and Constantinople by the Romans today is called A) Alexandria B) Istanbul C) Athens D) Naples 

READ THE STORY AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 

THE INVENTION OF THE SWORD 
The poet expresses to his friend Valgius his thoughts 
on what the sword has meant to mankind. 

Quis fuit, horrendos primus qui protulit enses ? 

quam ferus et vere ferreus ille fuit! 
tum caedes hominum generi, tum proelia nata . 

tum brevior dirae mortis aperta via est. 
an nihil ille miser meruit; nos ad mala nostra 
vertimus, in saevas quod dedit ille feras ? 
divitis hoc vitium est auri, nec bella fuerant, 
faginus astabat cum scyphus ante dapes , 
non arces, non vallus erat, somnumque petebat 
securus varias dux gregis inter oves, 
tunc mihi vita foret . Valgi, nec tristia nossem 
arma nec audissem corde micante tubam, 
nunc ad bella trahor, et iam quis forsitan hostis 
haesura in nostro tela gerit latere. 

Tibullus I.x 1-14 

28. The first two lines of the poem express the author’s A) joy B) outrage C) pity D) forgiveness 

29. The best translation of quam in the phrase quam ferus (line 2) is A) than B) how C) whom D) which 

30. What two literary devices does the poet use in lines 3-4? A) metaphor and litotes B) chiasmus and simile C) synchysis and hyperbole 

D) anaphora and asyndeton 

31. Lines 3-4 I-ink the sword to A) a feeling of security B) a greater food supply C) economic prosperity D) danger to mankind 

32. To whom or what does the ille in lines 2, 5, and 6 refer? A) the inventor of the sword B) the first human C) the wild beast D) the love of gold 

33. In line 7, divitis.,.auri can best be paraphrased A) Money makes the world go around B) Money does not grow on trees 

C) A penny saved is a penny eamed D) Love of money is the root of all evil 

34. The scansion of the first four feet of line 7 is A) DDSS B) DSDS C) SSDD D) SDDS 

35. The wooden cup of line 8 is a Symbol for a time of A) more greed B) greater simplicity C) aggressive military ambition D) deeper religious fervor 

36. To whom does dux gregis (line 10) refer? A) a king B) a shepherd C) a general D) a merchant 

37. The verbs foret, nossem, and audissem (lines 11-12) indicate the poet’s desire to have A) lived in a time of peace B) experienced the thrill of victory 

C) sacrificed his life for his country D) played the role of trampeter 

38. In line 13, quis hostis is best translated A) no enemy B) the enemy himself C) some enemy D) that enemy 

39. In line 14, the verb form haesura means A) sticking B) stick C) about to stick D) having been stuck 

40. Lines 13 and 14 predict the possibility of A) a retum to peace B) the invention of new weapons C) the poet’s own death D) triumph over the enemy 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 


protulit = brought forth; enses = swords 
ferus = wild; ferreus = iron hearted 
nata: supply sunt 

an = or perhaps; nihil = nothing of blame; ad mala nostra = to our own evil purposes 
in saevas feras = against savage beasts 
vitium = fault 

faginus...dapes = when cups made of wood stood on the dinner table 
vallus = rampart 

foret = esset 
micante = racing 
quis = aliquis 
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LatinV-VI latin v exam 5 

LATIN VI EXAM 6 


READ THE PASSAGES AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. 


CICERO ON DIVINATION 

Cicero wonders about the value of Information revealed by fortune-tellers. 

Atque ego ne utilem quidem arbitror esse nobis futurarum rerum scientiam. 1 

Quae enim vita fuisset Priamo, si ab adulescentia scisset. quos eventus 2 eventus = events 

senectutis esset habiturus? Abeamus a fabulis, propiora videamus. Cn. 3 senectus, senectutis, f = old age 

Pompeium censes tribus suis consulatibus, tribus triumphis, maximarum 4 censeo, 2 = think 

rerum gloria laetaturum fuisse, si sciret se in solitudine Aegyptiorum 5 laetor, 1 = rejoice 

trucidatum iri, amisso exercitu...? Quid vero Caesarem putamus, 6 trucido, 1 = cut down 

si divinasset fore ut in eo senatu, quem maiore ex parte ipse cooptasset . in 7 divino, 1 = know in advance; coopto, 1 = choose 

Curia Pompeia, ante ipsius Pompei simulacrum, tot centurionibus suis 8 

inspectantibus, a nobilissimis civibus, partim etiam a se omnibus rebus 9 

ornatis, trucidatus ita iaceret ut ad eius corpus non modo amicSrum, sed ne 10 

servorum quidem quisquam accederet: qu5 cruciatu animi vitam acturum 11 quisquam = anyone; cruciatu = agony, suffering 

fuisse? Certe igitur ignoratio futurorum malorum utilior est quam scientia. 12 

—Cicero, De Divinatione II, ix. 24 


1. In the first sentence, Cicero States his belief that knowledge of the future is A) given only to a few mortals 

B) not for mortals, but gods alone C) not even useful D) not to be judged by us 

2. The best translation of fuisset (line 2) is A) will there be B) would there have been C) is there D) was there 

3. Whose adolescence is mentioned in line 2? A) Cicero’s B) the reader’s C) the old judge’s D) Priam’s 

4. Scisset (line 2) is a syncopated form of A) sciverunt B) scivisset C) sciverit D) scivisse 

5. What knowledge would not have benefited King Priam (lines 2-3)? A) an understanding of his adolescence B) the identity of his bride 

C) the treachery of the old men in his court D) the events of his own old age 

6. Abeamus a fabulis, propiora videamus (line 3) contrasts A) life and death B) land and sea C) myth and reality D) departure and arrival 

7. Abeamus and videamus (line 3) are examples of A) hortatory/volitive subjunctive B) imperfect subjunctive C) present indicative active 

D) indirect question 

8. Who is addressed in the question beginning Cn. Pompeium (line 3-4)? A) the reader B) Pompey C) Priam D) Cicero 

9. Laetaturum fuisse (line 5) is best translated A) would have rejoiced B) will rejoice C) used to rejoice D) is rejoicing 

10. Which of the following events of Pompey’s life is mentioned (lines 3-6)? A) He was an ally of a foreign king. 

B) He built a permanent theater in Rome. C) He married his rivaPs daughter. D) He was consul three times. 

11. Se...trucidatum iri (lines 5-6) is best translated A) he would be cut down B) he was cut down C) he was going to cut down 
D) he had to be cut down 

12. Cicero has brought Pompey into his discussion (lines 3-6) A) as an example to support his argument 

B) to emphasize Rome’s military might C) to show how Caesar punished his enemies D) as a lesson on the fate of cowards 

13. Quem maiore ex parte cooptasset (line 7) indicates that Caesar himself had A) spent most of his adult life in the senate 
B) chosen most of the senators C) been chosen head of the senate D) known most of the senators from childhood 

14. To what irony does Cicero allude with the words in Curia Pompeia, ante ipsius Pompei simulacrum (lines 7-8)? 

A) Caesar was not even a senator. B) Caesar was younger than his son-in-law. C) Pompey himself missed the senate meeting. 

D) Caesar died at the foot of the statue of the enemy he defeated. 

15. Lines 9-10 teli us that part of the noble citizens looking on had been A) showered with honors by Caesar 

B) stripped of their fortunes by Caesar C) urged by Caesar to join the Populares D) related to Caesar 

16. In line 10, ita iaceret ut introduces a(n) A) resuit clause B) indirect question C) indirect statement D) relative clause of purpose 

17. From the words ut ad eius corpus...accederet (lines 10-11) we leam that A) many ran to view Caesar’s body 

B) only the centurions approached the body C) no one would approach the body D) his own slaves came to get the body 

18. Which of these verbs is a synonym for the idiom vitam acturum (line 11)? A) vivere B) dicere C) mori D) vincere 

19. In line 12, quam means A) which B) how C) than D) that 

20. Cicero has chosen Priam, Pompey, and Caesar as examples in this passage because each of them A) claimed a divine ancestor 
B) accomplished great things early but met a tragic end C) married into ruling families 

D) started out without wealth and made their own fortunes 
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Exam continued on other side 




CATASTROPHE! 

Apollo s son gets his wish — with serious consequences. 


21 . 

22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 


Quae postquam summum tetigere iacentia tergum, 
exspatiantur equi nulloque inhibente per auras 
ignotae regionis eunt, quaque impetus egit, 
hac sine lege ruunt altoque sub aethere fixis 
incursant stellis rapiuntque per avia currum 
et modo summa petunt, modo per declive viasque 
praecipites spatio terrae propiore feruntur 
Inferiusque suis fraternos currere Luna 
admiratur equos, ambusta que nubila fumant, 
corripitur flammis, ut quaeque altissima, tellus 
fissaq ue agi t rimas et sucis aret ademptis. 

—Ovid, Metamorphoses Book II, 201-211 


1 Quae = the reins (previously mentioned) 

2 exspatior, 1 = wander off course 

3 quaque = wherever 

4 

5 

6 declive, declivis, n. = a sloping, downwards movement 

7 

8 

9 amburo, -ussi, -ustum, 3 = to bum wholly, to scorch 
10 

11 findo, fidi, fissum, 3 = to split; rimas = cracks; sucus, -I, m. = moisture, juice 


In line 1, Apollo’s horses felt their reins A) flying up to the sky B) tangling around their heads C) getting caught in the wheels 
D) touching the tops of their backs 

Tetigere (line 1) is an alternate form of A) tangi B) tangite C) tetigisse D) tetigerunt 

Nulloque inhibente (line 2) means A) and hindering no one B) and with no one holding them back C) and holding on to nothing 
D) and withholding nothing 

Per auras ignotae regionis eunt (lines 2-3) indicates that the horses are A) traveling very quickly B) difficult to control 
C) travelling in unknown territory D) being tossed about by the winds 

What is the case of impetus (line 3)? A) genitive B) dative C) ablative D) nominative 

The best translation of impetus (line 3) is A) question B) impulse C) storm D) weapon 

Sine lege (line 4) refers to the fact that the horses lack A) guidance B) opportunity C) strength D) nourishment 

From the phrase incursant stellis (line 5), we leam that the horses A) flee from the fixed stars B) watch serenely from the fixed stars 

C) do not fear even the buming stars D) crash into the fixed stars 

In line 5, avia signifies places where A) there are no known paths B) the gods dweil C) ali roads converge D) it is always dark 

To what does summa (line 6) refer? A) the end of humanity B) the whole earth C) the sum of human knowledge 

D) the highest point of the sky 

The best translation of the words modo...modo (line 6) is A) not now...but then B) as great...as C) now...now D) however...and 

Spatio terrae propiore (line 7) means A) to an opening in the earth B) in a space closer to the earth C) from space to the earth itself 
D) at first by the wide earth 

What is the subject of feruntur (line 7)? A) equi (line 2) B) stellis (line 5) C) summa (line 6) D) terrae (line 7) 

In line 8, inferius suis means A) hers were worse B) their Underworld C) lower than her own D) she descends 

What role does Luna (line 8) play in the passage? A) shocked spectator B) one who wams of danger C) reluctant helper 
D) savage attacker 

The scansion of the first four feet of line 9 is A) DSSD B) SDSS C) SSDD D) SDSD 

What happens to the earth (lines 10-11)? A) the seas boil B) volcanoes tremble C) ali the high elevations burst into flames D) each and 
every animal is bumed 

Which of the following is a synonym for tellus (line 10)? A) imber B) incendium C) periculum D) terra 

In lines 10-11, what is the chief cause of the disaster? A) flooding B) fire C) earthquake D) volcanic eruption 

From your knowledge of mythology, who is driving the chariot in this passage? A) Poseidon B) Phaethon C) Bellerophon D) Hades 
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NATIONAL LATIN EXAM 2000 
TRANSLATIONS OF READING PASSAGES 


INTRO PUER QUI IN RIVO NATAT 

The sun is shining and the happy boy walks on the bank of the river. The water in the river is beautiful and ciear. “I want to swim,” the boy 
thinks. And so he takes off his clothes and jumps into the water. But it is difficult to swim because the river is swift. It is dangerous to swim in the 
water. 

By chance a man is walking on the bank of the river and sees the boy in the river. “The boy is in danger and (his) head is under water,” thinks 
the man. 

The man shouts to the boy, “Don’t swim in the river! The river is swift. You are foolish.” 

The boy answers, “Oh good man, first bring help to me. Then scold me!” 

Moral: Scolding without help is useless. 

LATIN I A DANGEROUS OUTING IN THE WOODS 

One day two friends, Marcus and Lucius, were walking in the forest. Suddenly a large bear saw the friends and went after (them). Marcus 
climbed a tree, but Lucius was slow. Lucius feli to the ground and pretended death. He was thinking, “My friend Marcus certainly will bring help to 
me.” The bear walked to Lucius and sniffed. Because Lucius was not moving, the bear said, “He is dead! Fm leaving.” Then the bear departed. 

Marcus climbed down from the tree and ran to his friend. “Did the bear speak? What did the bear say?” he asked. Lucius responded, “The bear 
told me, ‘Choose your friends more carefully, for a true friend will stay with you in danger.’” 

LATIN II A MEETING ON THE SACRED WAY 

A few days ago, I was going along the Sacred Way when a man known to me only by name greeted me: “Helio, Horaee! What are you doing and 
where will you go?” and he began to follow me. I said, “Surely I don’t know you; what do you want?” “I want, ” said he, “to be among your 
friends. I am a very intelligent man!” But I thought to myself that he knew nothing and was speaking nonsense; and so, answering nothing, I kept 
on walking. 

Then that man shouted, “Do you want me to go away? I want to walk with you, Wait for me!” I said, “I have a friend across the Tiber, a man 
whom you do not know.” That one, however, (said): “I am not busy; so I am able to come with you!” I was very miserable but said no word. How 
annoying was that man! 

Finally, another man, an enemy of this one, arrived near Apollo’s temple and shouting, “Where will you go, scoundrel?” he dragged him to court. 
Thus Apollo saved me. Thanks (be) to the gods! 

PROSE CAESAR AND HIS MEN DISAGREE 

Caesar had hoped that he, without a battle and without the injury of his own men, could finish the matter because he had cut off the enemy from 
their grain supply. Why should he lose his own soldiers also in a second battle? Why should he allow soldiers who had fought so well to be 
wounded? Why should he tempt fate? A good general can win not only with a sword but also with strategy. He was moved by pity for the citizens 
whom he saw must be killed. He wanted the soldiers to be unharmed and he did not want them to fight. 

This strategy of Caesar was not approved by most: his soldiers were speaking very angrily among themselves. Although Caesar did not want to 
fight, his soldiers wanted to fight. He, however, perseveres in his opinion and leads his soldiers from that place. 

POETRY THE INVENTION OF THE SWORD 

Who was it who first brought forth horrible swords? How wild and truly iron-hearted that one was! Then slaughter, then battles were bom to the 
race of men, then a shorter road of dire death was opened. 

Or perhaps did that poor wretch deserve nothing of blame; have we tumed to our own evil purposes (that) which he gave us against the savage 
beasts? This is the fault of precious gold; nor were there wars when cups made of wood stood on the dinner table. There were not citadels, there 
was not a rampart, and the carefree leader of the flock used to seek sleep among the varied-colored sheep. 

If only my life were then, Valgius, and I had not known grim arms nor had I heard the trumpet call with racing heart. Now I am dragged to wars; 
and some enemy, perhaps, already bears the weapon about to stick in my side. 

LATIN V-VI CICERO ON DIVINATION 

And I think that the knowledge of future affairs is not even useful. For what life would there have been for Priam, if from adolescence he had 
known what events of his old age he was going to have? Let us move away from myths, let us see closer things. Do you think that Gnaeus Pompey 
would have rejoiced in his three consulships, in his three triumphs, in the glory of his very great achievements (rerum), if he knew that he would be 
cut down in the desert of the Egyptians, his army lost...? 

But what do we think that Caesar - if he had known in advance that it would happen that in that senate, the greater part of which he himself had 
chosen, in the Curia of Pompey, before the statue of Pompey himself, with so many of his own centurions looking on, he, having been killed by the 
most noble citizens, some of whom (had been) honored by him with ali (types of) material things (omnibus rebus), would lie there so that not any- 
one, not only of his friends but even of his slaves, would approach his body - with what agony of spirit would he have lived his life? 

Surely, therefore, ignorance of future events is more useful than knowledge. 

CATASTROPHE! 

After these (the reins) lying (loose), touched the top(s) of their back(s), the horses wander off course and, with no one holding them back, they go 
through the airs of an unknown region, wherever the impulse drove (them). Without this law (control) they rush (forward) and they run into the stars 
fixed (set) under the high upper-air, and they snatch the chariot along pathless (ways). And now they seek the heights, now rushing through down- 
ward movement and ways, they are carried in a space nearer the earth and the Moon is amazed that her brother’s horses are running lower than her 
own, and clouds, having been scorched, smoke. The earth - each highest part - is seized by flames, and, having been split, makes cracks and it dries 
up, with its moisture having been taken away. 


Copyright 2000 



